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By Brian
Brittsan,
Wellspring
International

Is submetering
| an environmental

tury, as many as 7 billion peo-

ple in 60 countries will be short
of water. Best case scenario: 2 billion
people in 48 countries. Currently 1.1
billion people lack access to even the
most marginally treated water, and 2.4
billion lack access to adequate sanita-
Lion.

What's driving the cnsis? There is
no shortage of factors, but primarily 1t
comes from a finite supply of water
and an ever-expanding population.
Even though access 1o fresh, clean
water is a major problem for develop-
ing countries, it also impacts North
American consumers and businesses.

A recent Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) study suggests that the
United States alone will have to spend
between $300 billion to $1 trillion over
the next two decades to upgrade its
aging water infrastructure. The
upgrades will include repairing,
replacing or upgrading drinking and







